
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

            
 
             
          
       
   
  
  
  
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CIRCOLARE N. 10/ECO 
Milano, 19 marzo 2020 
OZ/aa 

 
ALLE AZIENDE ASSOCIATE 

 
 
 
Oggetto: COVID-19, misure adottate in Europa 
 

Egregi Soci, 

trasmettiamo in allegato il quadro della situazione in Europa sull’emergenza COVID-19 e il suo impatto sugli 
sviluppi delle attività. Il documento, predisposto da Eurometaux, è frutto di uno scambio di informazioni con 
le istituzioni europee sull'argomento e riporta informazioni sulle misure di emergenza adottate nella UE e 
negli Stati membri. 

 

Cordiali saluti  

 

 
IL DIRETTORE 

      
(Orazio Zoccolan) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Allegato 1 
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COVID-19: Overview of contingency measures  
in EU and Member States (as of 18/03/2020 at 16.00 CET) 

 
 
EU contingency measures 
 

Workstream Measures adopted Next steps 

EU 
Banking/financial 

supervision 
 

 On 12 March, the ECB announced that temporary flexibility 
in application of prudential requirements would be 
provided to supervised entities. For the moment, relief 
from capital and liquidity requirements was granted; 

 On 12 March, the EBA decided to postpone the 2020 EBA 
EU-wide stress test and will extend the postponement to all 
banks subject to the 2020 stress test. 

 On 12 March, the EBA provided specific recommendations 
to NCAs on how to make use of flexibility in their 
supervisory work; 

 On 11 March, ESMA provided recommendations to 
financial market participants on how to react to the COVID-
19 emergency; 

 On 16 March, ESMA  issued a decision temporarily requiring 
the holders of net short positions in shares traded on EU 
regulated markets to notify the relevant national 
competent authority if the position reaches or exceeds 
0.1%. 

 

 The ECB is discussing 
with banks individual 
measures, such as 
adjusting timetables, 
processes and 
deadlines; 

 ECB Supervisory Board 
is monitoring 
developments and will 
revise measures if 
necessary; 

 ESMA and EBA might 
provide further 
recommendations to 
NCAs and market 
participants on how to 
deal with the Covid-19 
emergency. 

Monetary policy 
 

 On 12 March, the Governing Council of the European 
Central Bank (ECB) has decided on additional longer-term 
refinancing operations (LTROs) to provide immediate 
liquidity support to banks and to safeguard money market 
conditions; 

 On 12 March, the Governing Council of the European 
Central Bank (ECB) has decided to modify some of the key 
parameters of the third series of targeted longer-term 
refinancing operations (TLTRO III) to support the continued 
access of firms and households to bank credit in the face of 
disruptions and temporary funding shortages associated 
with the coronavirus outbreak. The changes will apply to all 
TLTRO III operations. 

 On 15 March, the European Central Bank announced a 
coordinated action, together with the Bank of Canada, the 
Bank of England, the Bank of Japan, the Federal Reserve 
and the Swiss National Bank to enhance the provision of 
liquidity via the standing U.S. dollar liquidity swap line 
arrangements: 

o It was agreed to lower the pricing on the standing 
U.S. dollar liquidity swap arrangements by 25 
basis points, so that the new rate will be the U.S. 
dollar overnight index swap (OIS) rate plus 25 
basis points;  

o To increase the swap lines' effectiveness in 
providing term liquidity, the foreign central banks 
with regular U.S. dollar liquidity operations have 
also agreed to begin offering U.S. dollars weekly 
in each jurisdiction with an 84-day maturity, in 
addition to the 1-week maturity operations 
currently offered; 

o These changes will be effective with the next 
scheduled operations during the week of March 

 Implementation of 
approved measures. 

https://www.bankingsupervision.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2020/html/ssm.pr200312~43351ac3ac.en.html
https://eba.europa.eu/eba-statement-actions-mitigate-impact-covid-19-eu-banking-sector
https://eba.europa.eu/eba-statement-actions-mitigate-impact-covid-19-eu-banking-sector
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esma-recommends-action-financial-market-participants-covid-19-impact
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/library/esma70-155-9546_esma_decision_-_article_28_ssr_reporting_threshold.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2020/html/ecb.pr200312_2~06c32dabd1.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2020/html/ecb.pr200312_1~39db50b717.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2020/html/ecb.pr200315~1fab6a9f1f.en.html
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16, keeping the new pricing and maturity 
offerings in place for as long as appropriate to 
support the smooth functioning of U.S. dollar 
funding markets. 

Economy 
 

 On 13 March, the Commission issued  a Communication 
outlining its proposed coordinated economic response to 
the coronavirus outbreak, based on providing maximum 
flexibility under the state aid and stability and growth pact 
rules. 

 On state aid, the Commission proposed to allow Member 

States to provide liquidity to affected companies and to 

implement measures to compensate companies in sectors 

that have been particularly hit. 

 On fiscal rules, in addition to providing “maximum 

flexibility”, the Commission could activate the general 

escape clause to accommodate a more general fiscal policy 

support (to suspend fiscal adjustment recommended by the 

Council). 

 In addition, on 13 March the Commission issued  a proposal 

for Regulation on COVID-19 Response Investment Initiative, 

with €37 billion to support the economy. The money will 

come from structural funds envelops in the EU budget and 

will be directed to SMEs, the labour market and the 

healthcare sector. 

 On 13 March the Commission also put forward a proposal 

for a Regulation on airport slots  slots in order to make it 

easier for airlines to keep their airport slot even if they 

don’t operate flights in those slots because of the 

coronavirus. 

 

Border 
management 

 On 16 March, the Commission issued its guidelines for 
border management measures to protect health and 
ensure the availability of goods and essential services 

 The guidelines cover five different areas: i) transport of 
goods and services; ii) supply of goods; iii) measures at 
external borders (health-related); iv) measures at external 
borders (general); and v) internal borders (Schengen area) 

 The guidelines aim to step up cooperation among Member 
States in order to protect the Single Market and the 
Schengen area by proposing a more stringent approach at 
the EU’s external borders. 

 

 

Medical supply 
chain 

 On 15 March, the Commission adopted an implementing 
act to protect the availability of supplies of personal 
protective equipment (PPE), by requiring that exports of 
such equipment outside of the EU are subject to an export 
authorisation by Member States 

 The implementing act 

provides for 

authorisations for 

exports to third 

countries.  It will be 

valid for a six-week 

period, during which 

Member States will be 

consulted on the 

potential adaptations 

and scope of the current 

measure and future 

steps. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-coordinated-economic-response-covid19-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/regulation-coronavirus-response-investment-initiative-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/regulation-coronavirus-response-investment-initiative-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/regulation-coronavirus-allocation-airports-slots-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/regulation-coronavirus-allocation-airports-slots-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20200316_covid-19-guidelines-for-border-management.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2020:077I:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L:2020:077I:TOC
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National contingency measures for the support of the economy 
 
Italy The Italian government adopted measures to support the national economy: 

 A decree was adopted to suspend the payment of personal income taxes by individuals in 
certain areas that have been particularly affected by the Covid-19 emergency; 

 A decree was adopted to suspend the payment of corporate taxes by businesses, and the 
payment of taxes, mortgages and bills by families in certain cases; 

 A decree (‘Decreto salva-economia’) was approved by the Italian government to allocate 
25 billions to tackle the economic consequences of the Covid-19 emergency, by providing 
support to businesses and individuals. 

 

United 
Kingdom 

The British government has unveiled a package of financial measures worth £350 billion to support 
the economy. The sum will be allocated as follows: 

 £330 billion will be allocated to government-back loans and guarantees, available to 

businesses of all sizes to help them pay wages, suppliers and avoid insolvency in adverse 

economic conditions; 

 £20 billion will be allocated to other aid, such as: 

o £25,000 cash grants available for smaller businesses who do not have insurance; 

o £10,000 cash grants available for the smallest firms; 

o Three-month mortgage holidays available for those that need them; 

o A business interruption loan scheme available for smaller businesses, of up to £5 

million each. 

 

France The French government has announced the following on 17 March: 

 EUR 45 billion will be allocated to an aid package for small businesses and other hard-hit 

sectors of the economy. The €45 billion stimulus will mainly take the form of: 

o Reduced social security contributions for an amount of €35 billion, which the 

state could partly claw back later; 

o Unemployment benefits linked to forced part-time employment that will cost 

the government EUR 8.5 billion; 

o A solidarity fund for the self-employed and shopkeepers which will require at 

least €2 billion. 

 EUR 300 billion will be allocated to guarantee bank loans; 

 According to French newspaper Les Echos, French Finance Minister Le Maire affirmed that 

special measures could be taken to support the aeronautic industry, which has taken a 

blow due to the coronavirus outbreak; 

 

Spain 
 
 

The Spanish Government approved a first package of economic measures in four sections: 

 The first section is aimed at combating the health emergency and guaranteeing the supply 
of medicines and medical products: 1) EUR 2.8 billion will be transferred to the 
Autonomous Communities so that they can dedicate it to health care for the coronavirus, 
2) EUR 1,000 million will be mobilized from the State Budget, from the Contingency Fund, 
for priority health interventions indicated by the Ministry of Health, 3) the supply of 
medicines and all the necessary material for protection against the virus will be 
guaranteed, centralizing the supply of all kinds of products that experts may consider 
necessary to combat the disease;  

 The second section relates to social protection of families. The Government has 
determined that infected people, or those in preventive isolation, are considered to be 
temporarily disabled due to professional contingencies. This implies that from the day 
following the sick leave, these people receive 75% of the regulatory base (100% for public 
workers). In addition, the right of absence will be guaranteed to workers who, for reasons 
related to the virus, need to take care of their relatives. In addition, families who were 
granted a dining aid or scholarship for their children can make it effective even with 
schools closed;  

 The third section is aimed at protecting employment, especially for SMEs and the self-
employed, in order to ensure that the effects of the emergency are temporary and do not 

http://www.mef.gov.it/ufficio-stampa/comunicati/2020/documenti/DM-Proroga-Termini-Zone-Rosse.pdf
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2020/03/02/20G00026/sg
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2020/03/17/20G00034/sg
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-51935467
https://www.france24.com/fr/20200317-coronavirus-bruno-le-maire-annonce-une-aide-de-45-milliards-d-euros-pour-les-entreprises-et-les-salari%C3%A9s
https://www.lesechos.fr/industrie-services/tourisme-transport/coronavirus-air-france-klm-se-prepare-a-entrer-en-hibernation-1185648?utm_source=POLITICO.EU&utm_campaign=2998b282ba-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_17_03_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_10959edeb5-2998b282ba-190291165
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become irreversible. Affected SMEs will be granted deferrals of their tax debts with the 
Administration for a period of six months, without interest. This will allow EUR 14 billion 
of liquidity to be injected into the economic system;  

 A last section includes support measures for those sectors - such as tourism or transport - 
that are already experiencing the effects of the emergency. EUR 400 million are to 
allocated for a specific line of credit for companies and self-employed people in the 
tourism and transport sectors. The protection to discontinuous permanent workers will be 
extended, extending the discounts in the contributions to Social Security for such a hiring 
between February and June 2020. 

 
On 17 March, the Spanish government announced the allocation of EUR 200 billion, coming from 
both public and private funds, to pump into the economy to contrast the effects of the Covid-19 
emergency. As part of the package, there are four priority action areas: 

 Protection of families. EUR 600 million will be allocated to fund basic benefits of 

individuals in Spain. The provision of energy, water and telecommunications services 

(broadband and spectrum) will be protected. A moratorium of mortgage payments will be 

granted to debtors that suffered from a decrease in their income due to the emergency; 

 Employment protection. Workers affected by temporary staffing adjustments will be 

entitled to unemployment benefits. Employees will be able to reduce their working hours 

up to 100%; 

 Support for businesses and self-employed workers: 

o Self-employed workers will see a flexibilization of their access to make-way 

cessation allowance; 

o Temporary labour force adjustment plans are to be made more flexible. Those 

companies who implement such plans will be exempt from social security 

contribution payments; 

o In order to inject liquidity to companies, the following measures are to be 

implemented: 1) creation of a line of public-issued guarantees worth EUR 100 

billion, 2) SMEs dealing in exports will be able to rely on a 2 billion Euro 

compensation fund; 3) Support programs to aid digitalization and R&D for small 

business to facilitate their transition into remote work mode, 4) Credit 

restructuring for farms affected by drought; 5) Specific regime to suspend public 

contracts, including an extension of deadlines and income compensation, to 

prevent job destruction. 

 In order to support research, takeover of Spanish companies in strategic sectors by non-

EU foreign investment will be prevents and EUR 30 million will be allocated to a national 

research centre for the development of a vaccine. 

 

Germany The Chancellor has underlined that Germany will do everything necessary to help the economy and 
safeguard jobs. Federal Minister of Finance Olaf Scholz (SPD) and Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs and Energy Peter Altmaier (CDU) have agreed on a far-reaching package of measures to 
protect jobs and support companies. The government is setting up a protective shield for employees 
and companies. The goal is to equip businesses with sufficient liquidity that they will be able to make 
it through the crisis in good shape.  
The protective shield conceived by the German government consists of four pillars: 

 Making reduced hours compensation benefit (Kurzarbeitergeld) more flexible. This 
initiative is aimed at ensuring that employees will not lose their jobs due to the crisis. By 
the beginning of April, the rules on the reduced hours compensation benefit will be 
adapted to suit current needs. As part of this, eligibility requirements will be loosened; 

 Tax-related liquidity assistance for businesses. In order to improve their liquidity situation, 
businesses will be enabled to defer large amounts of euros in tax payments. In particular, it 
will be easier to grant tax deferrals, it will be easier to adapt tax prepayments, 
enforcement measures (e.g. attachment of bank accounts) and late-payment penalties will 
be waived until 31 December 2020 if the debtor of a pending tax payment is directly 
affected by the coronavirus; 

 Liquidity injections to businesses losing revenue. Existing liquidity assistance programmes 
will be expanded to make it easier for companies to access cheap loans. This can mobilise 
a large volume of liquidity-enhancing loans from commercial banks. To this end, existing 
requirements to access the established instruments complementing loans offered by 
private banks will be loosened, making the instruments available to a greater number of 
companies; 
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 Strengthening European cohesion. At the European level, German Finance Minister Olaf 
Scholz and German Economic Affairs Minister Peter Altmaier are advocating coordinated 
and decisive action. The German government welcomes the initiatives that are being 
undertaken at the EU level to support the economy during the crisis caused by the Covid-
19 emergency. For companies that have temporarily got into serious financial difficulties 
because of the crisis and therefore do not have easy access to existing support 
programmes, additional special KfW programmes will be launched.  

 
These special programmes are now being submitted to the European Commission for approval. 
 

Austria An emergency economic relief package amounting to 4 billion euros was adopted, bridging aid for 
affected companies with a particular focus on SMEs.  
Short-time work was introduced.  

Poland An emergency bill was adopted, which foresees the possibility of payouts to parents who have to 
stay at home with children. Poland’s president asked financial institutions to suspend loan 
payments. 

Denmark Denmark’s finance minister announced a range of measures, including compensation for the 
organizers of major events that are cancelled due to the virus — which has already been cleared by 
Brussels — and extending companies’ payment deadline to settle value-added taxes.  
Tax minister Morten Bødskov announced initiatives worth 100 billion DKK (€13 billion) to keep 
Danish companies afloat. 
 

Estonia The government said it could propose a supplementary budget if losses are big, but this is still to be 
determined. 

Portugal  
On 18 March, the Portuguese government announced a EUR 9.2 billion package aimed at supporting 
workers and providing liquidity to companies affected by Covid-19 emergency. The package will be 
allocated as follows: 

 EUR 5.2 billion are to be used to provide a fiscal stimulus, i.e. tax postponements and tax 

deferrals; 

 EUR 3 billion are to be allocated to state-backed credit guarantees. The credit lines opened 

with these funds are aimed at micro and small enterprises and companies operating in the 

following sectors: tourism, restaurants, hotels, textiles, clothing and wood; 

 EUR 1 billion are to be allocated to delayed social security contributions. 

Companies with up to 50 workers can access these measures immediately. Those with up to 250 
staffers can benefit if they have lost 20 percent of turnover. 
 

Netherlands Dutch State Secretary for Economic Affairs Mona Keijzer said that the Cabinet wants to help 
entrepreneurs who get into financial difficulties. The Dutch government will act as a guarantor for 
small businesses no longer able to pay off their debts. It also opened a phone line for entrepreneurs 
to ask questions related to the virus. 

Ireland Ireland has set aside a massive €3 billion in a bid to protect the country’s economy. The majority of 
this (€2.4 billion) is for income support for those in self-isolation or who are diagnosed. The health 
service has been allocated €435 million including to free up space in hospitals, scale up home testing 
and remote management of patients, and centralize procurement of protective gear. 
 

Greece The Greek government adopted, among others, the following measures to provide support to the 
business sector: 

 Suspension of payments of tax and insurance obligations for businesses that are inevitably 

discontinued because of the spread of Coronavirus; 

 Possibility for the same businesses mentioned above to suspend payments of instalments 

of debts, as well as payments to insurance funds; 

 Establishment of an Employee Support Mechanism in private enterprises whose operation 

has been temporarily banned due to emergency measures to deal with COVID-19, 

including financial support measures, special purpose compensation, insurance coverage 

and emergency insurance training. 

The Greek government adopted the following indicative measures in order to provide support to the 

https://www.ft.com/content/305d6a4c-e9d2-11e9-a240-3b065ef5fc55
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health sector: 

 EUR 15 million allocated for the supply of necessary sanitary equipment. Further EUR 70 

million allocated for the recruitment of 2,000 healthcare professionals for Hospitals, 

Health Centres and the National Emergency Centre. It is estimated that additional funding 

will exceed EUR 200 million; 

 Integration of public and private health system operation to meet the hospitalisation 

needs of coronavirus cases (Nimitz and Triassic Clinic +2000 beds). 

Further to the measures adopted by public authorities, the Greek Bank Association has announced 
on 17 March the suspension of payments for all business loans until 30 September 2020. The 
suspension concerns the business sectors affected by the COVID-19 crisis. Entrepreneurs should 
submit a suspension application to the bank that granted the loan and if approved they will have to 
only pay the related interest. This applies only to those loans that are up to date. 
 
 

Cyprus On 15 March 2020, the government of Cyprus has decided to adopt a comprehensive exceptional 
financial Support Programme for the people working in small and medium-sized enterprises. The 
“Support Programme” that has been formulated is structured and specific, both in range as well as in 
expenditure, and it is valued at 700 million euros, an amount equal to the 3% of the GDP. 
Moreover, the government of Cyprus has decided to initially allocate the amount of 100 million 
euros for reinforcing the public health sector and to suspend the operations of businesses of the 
private sector. 
 

Belgium On 16 March, the Federal Chamber’s Budgetary Committee approved the extra provision of 1 billion 
euros for the fight against the Covid-19 crisis. This provision was added to the bill that regulates the 
“provisional twelfths” for April, May and June through an amendment. This will be approved in a 
plenary vote in the Chamber later in the week 16-20 March.  
 
On 6 March, 10 federal support measures were announced. Overviews can be found on the ONEM 
website and the National Crisis Centre website. Most importantly:  

 Force majeure temporary unemployment will be extended to those companies affected by 

the mandatory closures set out by the government; 

 The benefits for temporary unemployment - both for economic reasons and force majeure 

- will be increased from 65 to 70% for a period of three months; 

 The Belgian Finance Ministry allows for more flexibility regarding VAT and different forms 

of taxes. The support is now planned to take the form of exemptions from fines due to 

delay in payments, and the form of alternative payment plans when it can be proven that 

issues are due to the corona virus in general; 

 On 13 March, the Flemish Government took additional measures for Flemish companies 

that are in financial difficulties as a result of the Covid-19 crisis; 

 EUR 100 million is earmarked for crisis guarantees. In this way, companies and self-

employed persons can have a bridging loan guaranteed by the ParticipatieMaatschappij 

Vlaanderen during this crisis period; 

 Those companies and self-employed persons with serious loss of income can apply for a 

nuisance premium.; 

 On 13 March, the Walloon government announced to set out an emergency fund of 100 

million euros to support the sectors hit by the corona virus. There is still little information 

regarding the measures that will be taken through this fund. 

Malta  Businesses in the tourism, hospitality, recreational and transport sectors, as well as manufacturing 
companies will benefit from a two-month tax moratorium. This means that their taxes due in March 
and April, including provisional taxes, VAT and social security contributions, have been postponed to 
a future date. This two-month extension will apply to enterprises, including self-employed persons, 
to pay Provisional Tax, VAT and National Insurance Contribution on Salaries, and for taxes owed till 
the end of April. 
 
The Government will also provide assistance to companies by promoting teleworking and through 
measures to protect their liquidity. 

Slovenia The Slovenian government adopted the following border control measures: 

 Control of health conditions at entrance for passengers on the border between Italy and 

Slovenia. Non-Slovenian nationals and persons without permanent or temporary residence 
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in Slovenia are subject to health checks when passing the border. Persons crossing the 

border are required to submit certificates issued by a competent authority and indicating 

that they tested negative for the coronavirus. Individuals without such certificates may still 

be allowed to enter the Republic of Slovenia if their body temperature is below 37.5 °C and 

they show no clear signs of upper respiratory tract infection (cough, sneezing, shortness of 

breath); 

 All freight transportation between Slovenia and Italy has stopped (apart from the 

transportation of postal shipments, medicine, protective equipment and medical supplies 

as well as humanitarian aid); 

 Bus and railway passenger traffic between the republic of Slovenia and the Italian Republic 

has stopped. 

The Slovenian government adopted the following travel and transport restrictions: 

 Due to limitations on travel being instituted in Europe and elsewhere, the Ministry of 

foreign affairs has issued an appeal to citizens to delay any travel abroad and for those 

who are abroad to return to Slovenia immediately; 

 As of 16 March public railway and bus transportation, as well as gondolas and funiculars 

have stopped running; 

 As of 17 March all passenger air travel to and from Slovenia is to be cancelled, with flights 

within the EU cancelled until 30.3. and flights to non-EU countries cancelled until further 

notice. These restrictions do not apply for (1) scheduled or extraordinary flights for the 

transportation of goods or postal shipments; (2) 'ferry flights' without passengers to carrier 

bases or for maintenance; and (3) individual flights for humanitarian or medical purposes. 

The Slovenian government adopted the following social distancing measures: 

 Indoor public gatherings of more than 100 people are prohibited; 

 Mass outdoor public gatherings are prohibited; 

 Most public buildings are closed (libraries, museums, cinemas, galleries, etc.); 

 As of 16 March the direct sale of goods and services to customers is prohibited, which 

includes accommodation and hospitality services, restaurants and bars, wellness and 

recreational facilities, as well as entertainment and cosmetic facilities and other 

comparable activities. Exceptions to this ban are stores selling general provisions and 

pharmacies;  

 Most hospitals in Slovenia have imposed a total ban on visits; 

 A total ban is imposed on visits in the homes for the elderly in order to protect the health 

of residents; 

 As of 16 March all educational institutions in Slovenia, apart from institutions for work 

with adolescents with emotional and behavioural disorders are closed. The responsible 

ministry has issued guidelines for enacting remote education and guidelines for childcare 

to all primary and secondary schools;  

 The functioning of administrative units is limited to urgent tasks until further notice. The 

following measures are in place: 

o An appointment must be arranged by telephone, e-mail or post; 

o Only the most urgent cases are considered; 

o Applications and other forms are only considered by post or email; 

o The formation and separation of marital unions is not taking place; 

o The functioning of courts and notary offices is also limited. 

 

Sweden The Swedish government published a presentation of the crisis package for Swedish businesses and 
jobs, which will be proposed to the Riksdag in the additional amending budget that the Government 
will adopt on 19 March.  
The crisis package consists of the following elements, among others: 

 Short-term layoffs applied from 16 March. This proposal means that employers’ wage 

costs can be halved, meaning that the central government will cover a larger share of the 

costs. The employee receives more than 90 per cent of their wage. It is proposed that the 

proposal on short-term layoffs enter into force on 7 April and be in effect throughout 

2020, but be applied from today, 16 March; 

 Central government to assume sick pay responsibility for two months. It is proposed that 

central government assume the entire cost of all sick pay during April and May, also 

https://www.government.se/press-releases/2020/03/crisis-package-for-swedish-businesses-and-jobs/
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compensating self-employed persons with a standardised sick pay;  

 Liquidity reinforcement via tax accounts. Under this proposal, companies can defer 

payment of employers’ social security contributions, preliminary tax on salaries and value 

added tax that are reported monthly or quarterly. Company payment respite covers tax 

payments for three months and is granted for up to 12 months.  

It is proposed that the new regulations take effect on 7 April 2020, but can be retroactively 

applied from 1 January 2020. The proposals on respite and short-term layoffs will now 

proceed to the Council on Legislation for fast-track consideration; 

In addition to the proposals reported above, the following economic measures have been adopted 
so far in Sweden, among others:  

 The Riksbank has announced that it is loaning up to SEK 500 billion to companies via the 

banks to safeguard credit supply; 

 Finansinspektionen (the Swedish financial supervisory authority) has announced that it is 

lowering the countercyclical capital buffer to zero to safeguard a well-functioning credit 

supply. 

 
 

Finland The government is preparing an amended budget and several other measures to support businesses 
and municipalities to mitigate the financial impact of the crisis. Negotiations with the labour market 
partners about additional measures began in the evening of 16 March.  

 
 
 

National public health contingency measures 
 
Italy The Italian government adopted the following measure for commercial activities: 

 Imposition of restrictions to commercial activities on the entire national territory. 
Suspension of all retail commercial activities, except for food and basic necessities 
activities, newsagents, tobacconists, pharmacies, parapharmacies, banking, financial and 
insurance services as well as the agricultural, livestock and agri-food processing activities.  

 
The Italian government imposed with decree the following prohibitions, effective until 3 April 2020: 

 Any movement of persons is prohibited, except for movements motivated by proven work 
needs or situations of need or movements for reasons of health. It is allowed to return to 
one's dwelling, home or residence; 

 Prohibition of mobility from one’s home or dwelling is absolute for persons subjected to 
the quarantine or positive to the virus; 

 All forms of gathering of people in public places or places open to the public are 
prohibited; 

 Sports events and competitions of all types and disciplines are suspended, in public or 
private places. 
 

United 
Kingdom 

On 17 March, the British government announced that new laws will be introduced to ‘protect public 
health, increase NHS capacity, strengthen social care and support the public to take the right action 
at the right time’. These measures will be contained in the so-called ‘Coronavirus Bill’, which will 
enable action in 5 areas: 

 Containing and slowing the spread of the virus, by reducing unnecessary social contacts, 

for example through: 

o Prohibition of events and gatherings and, where necessary, close premises; 

o Temporarily close educational establishments or childcare providers; 

o postpone the local, mayoral and Police and Crime Commissioner elections that 

were due to take place in England in May this year until May 2021. Provision will 

also be made to postpone other electoral events over the course of the year. 

 Provide support to people, by providing support for their employment conditions or by 

ensuring food supply; 

 Enable the death management system to manage the deceased with respect and dignity; 

 Increasing the available health and social care workforce; 

http://www.governo.it/sites/new.governo.it/files/DPCM_20200311.pdf
http://www.governo.it/it/articolo/firmato-il-dpcm-9-marzo-2020/14276
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/emergency-bill-to-strengthen-coronavirus-covid-19-response-plans
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-bill-what-it-will-do/what-the-coronavirus-bill-will-do
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 Easing the burden on frontline staff, by e.g. allowing to perform their work more 

efficiently, allowing to prioritise the most important tasks, etc.. 

 

France  On 16 March, President Macron President Macron announced several new/stricter measures in 
response to coronavirus: 

 As of 17 March 12:00 and for at least 14 days stricter movement/travel restrictions. No 
more family/friend reunions. Travels authorised only for sanitary/work purposes. 
Sanctions in case of breach of these rules – will be clarified later tonight by the 
government. 

 2
nd

 round of local city council elections will be delayed – most likely in June. 

 “We are at war” Macron repeated several times – all legislative actions suspended. 
Emergency powers to be granted to the government soon through legislation to be 
adopted by the Parliament. 

 Requisitioning of taxis and hotels for health efforts. Military and police to help with 
infected transportation. 

 All borders outside the EU and Schengen area to be closed after 12:00 on 17 March for 30 
days 
 

Spain The Spanish government adopted the following measures: 

 Imposition of a prohibition to the freedom to move in public streets, except for justified 
reasons, such as access to healthcare, purchase of food, attendance of the workplace, 
assistance to vulnerable groups, movement to and from financial institutions; 

 All retail commercial activities are suspended, with some exceptions, such as food and 
basic necessities, pharmacies, etc..; 

 All public and sporting events and on-site educational activities are suspended; 

 Transport operators will reduce their offer by at least 50% and limit the number of persons 
in every trip. 

 Border lockdown. 
 

Germany The Federal Interior Minister Seehofer, in coordination with the neighbouring states and the 
affected federal states (so called Länder) has decided to adopt the following measures in relation to 
border controls:  

 Introduction of temporary border controls, taking effect on Monday 16 March 2020, 8 am. 
The cross-border movement of goods and the cross-border commuter traffic remain 
guaranteed. Non-essential travels are not allowed at these borders. Entry or exits are 
neither allowed for travellers with symptoms of a corona infection. In these cases, 
necessary measures are taken in consultation with the Health authorities; 

 The Federal Minister of the Interior asks all citizens to refrain from non - compulsory 
journeys. Commuters are requested to carry appropriate evidence to show a need to cross 
the border. 

 
On 16 March 2020 the Federal Government of Germany and the heads of government of the 
German federal states (Länder) agreed on guidelines for a uniform approach to further restrict social 
contacts in the public sphere with a view to the corona epidemic in Germany. The measures 
foreseen in the agreement, to be implemented by the Lander, are the following: 

 The following businesses shall be closed to the public: 1) bars, clubs, discotheques, pubs 

and similar establishments, 2) theatres, operas, concert halls and similar facilities, 3) fairs, 

exhibitions, cinemas, leisure parks, zoos, leisure activity centres (indoor and outdoor), 

special markets, amusement arcades, casinos, betting shops and similar facilities, 4) 

prostitution businesses, brothels and similar establishments, 5) sports in public and private 

sports facilities, swimming pools and fun pools, gyms and similar facilities, 6) all other 

retail outlets not mentioned elsewhere in this document, in particular outlet centres, 7) 

playgrounds; 

 The ban should be imposed on meetings in clubs and other sports and leisure facilities, 

community colleges for adults, music schools and other public and private educational 

institutions, as well as travel by coach, churches, mosques, synagogues and the gatherings 

of other communities of faith; 

 No closure is foreseen for: 1) food stores, (farmers’) markets, pick-up and delivery services, 

beverage markets, 2) pharmacies, medical supply stores, drugstores, petrol stations, 3) 

banks, savings banks, post offices, 4) hairdressers, laundries, laundrettes, 5) newspaper 

https://www.gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/14/spain-government-set-to-order-nationwide-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/meseberg/leitlinien-zum-kampf-gegen-die-corona-epidemie-1730942
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sales, DIY and garden stores, pet supplies markets, wholesale; 

The following regulations are now to be issued by federal states: 

 Visitation regulations for hospitals, prevention and rehabilitation facilities, care homes as 

well as similar facilities, to limit the visit ( e.g. visit once a day, for an hour, but not for 

children under 16 years, not for visitors with respiratory infections, etc. ); 

 In the above-mentioned institutions, as well as in universities, schools and kindergartens, 

unless their operation has been stopped, a general entry ban for people who have stayed 

in risk areas abroad or particularly affected regions in Germany according to the RKI 

classification in the last 14 days; 

 Requirements for cafeterias, restaurants, restaurants and hotels to minimize the risk of 

spreading the Corona virus, for example by regulating the distance between tables, 

regulating the number of visitors, hygiene measures and instructions; 

 Regulations that accommodation offers in Germany can only be used if necessary and 

expressly not for tourist purposes; 

 Regulations stipulating that restaurants may generally open at 6 a.m. at the earliest and 

must be closed at 6 p.m. at the latest. 

 

Finland  
The Emergency Powers Act and other legislation will allow the following measures to be adopted by 
the government on Tuesday 17 March and submitted to the Parliament after the adoption: 

 The following border controls and traffic restrictions are introduced, that are effective 

from 19 March at 00.00 until 13 April at 24.00: 

o Temporary controls are introduced at internal borders. For air, maritime and 

road traffic there are open crossing border points. For some of these crossing 

border points, only cargo traffic is allowed, for others also returns of Finnish 

citizens and persons residing in Finland or in other EU-country, the necessary 

traffic of cross-border commuters and other necessary traffic; 

o Temporary limitations to traffic are introduced at external borders. For air, 

maritime, road and rail traffic there are open crossing border points. For some of 

these crossing border points, only cargo traffic is allowed, for others also returns 

of Finnish citizens and persons residing in Finland or in other EU-country, the 

necessary traffic of cross-border commuters and other necessary traffic. For road 

and rail crossing points, also return of Russian citizens is allowed; 

 All schools, universities and all other educational institutions will be closed beginning 

Wednesday 18th March until 13th April. Only classes for grades 1-3 will continue at 

schools. Matriculation exams will continue with the already agreed new schedule until 

Monday 23rd March; 

 Pre-school institutions will continue to operate in order to guarantee the possibility for 

employees at critical functions to work normally. However, when possible, even pre-school 

kids should stay home. These measures are in force beginning 18th March; 

 Public premises like museums, libraries, swimming pools, meeting halls etc. will be closed 

until 13th April and there will be a recommendation for all private actors to do the same. 

All hobbies, clubs etc. are cancelled and premises closed; 

 Public meetings of more than 10 persons are not allowed and there is a recommendation 

to avoid public places if not absolutely necessary; 

 No visits are allowed to institutions for the elderly people and persons belonging to most 

vulnerable groups. Other restrictions are also introduced for visits to health sector 

institutions; 

 Persons over 70 years of age are required to avoid contacts with others as much as 

possible (corresponding to a quarantine). This rule does not concern Members of 

Parliament, senior state administration and municipal councillors; 

 The capacity of the social and health sector will be increased, non-urgent operations are 

reduced. Private sector capacity will be taken into general use according to needs; 

 There will be exemptions to the legislation on working hours and annual leaves for persons 

working in critical functions both at the public and private sector; 

 Distance working introduced for all of those in the public sector that can work from 

distance; 

 It is possible to restrict the movement of persons in case of serious threat to life and 

https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/article/-/asset_publisher/10616/valmiuslain-kayttoonottoasetus-eduskunnalle
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health. 

 

Austria  The Austrian Federal Government has adopted the following measures: 

 Quarantine has been imposed to four particularly affected regions (two valleys in the 
province of Tyrol, one village in Carinthia and the region of Aarlberg); 

 Prohibition of all events with more than five people, with the exception of activities 
related to the fight of the Covid-19; 

 Closing of all bars, restaurants and cafés, with the exception of delivery services; 

 Health and passport checks at the borders with Italy, Switzerland and Liechtenstein have 
been established, while providing for exceptions for cross-border workers; 

 All direct flights to and from Italy, China, Iran, South Korea, Netherlands, Russia, Ukraine, 
the UK, France, Spain and Switzerland have been stopped. Austrian citizens arriving from 
these countries must remain in self-isolation for 14 days; 

 The national carrier Austrian Airlines suspended its regular flights; 

 All direct trains to and from Italy have been stopped; 

 Classes in schools and universities have been suspended/switched to online classes until 3 
April; 

 Many shops are closed or their opening hours restricted, with the exception of essential 
care shops, such as supermarkets, pharmacies, drug stores, banks, post offices, animal 
food. 

 

Latvia The Latvian government has introduced the following restrictions: 

 Suspension of all on-site educational activities; 

 Ban of all public events, meeting and demonstrations; 

 14 days self-isolation imposed to any person travelling from affected areas; 

 As of 17 March, suspension of all international transport services; 

 All of the EU's external border crossing points will be closed for people and transport from 
the 17th of March. Restrictions will not apply to cargo. Controls will not be introduced on 
the EU's internal borders. 
 

Poland The Polish government adopted the following measures: 

 Classes in kindergartens, schools and universities are suspended from 12 to 25 March; 

 Activities of cultural institutions (for example: philharmonics, operas, theaters, museums 
and cinemas) are suspended from 12th of March; 

 International air and rail services are suspended and a ban on entry to Poland for 
foreigners is introduced. International flows of goods will not be subject to restrictions and 
border controls; 

 All Polish citizens (plus their spouses and children with foreign passports as well as 
foreigners with permanent/temporary residence or working permission) returning from 
abroad must undergo a two-week quarantine;  

 Public gatherings of more than 50 persons (including religious gatherings) are banned; 

 Shopping malls are closed. Only grocery stores, pharmacies, laundry facilities will still be 
operating; 

 Restaurants, bars and cafes can only operate takeaways and delivery. Banks and financial 
establishments will operate normally. 
 

Lithuania The Lithuanian government adopted the following measures: 

 A quarantine will be imposed in the whole country as of 16 March morning for two weeks; 

 Schools are closed on 12 March for two weeks; 

 Authorities are taking people’s temperature when they arrive at the airport, and the 
transport ministry has said it is ready to cancel or restrict flights if needed. People are 
banned from traveling to certain countries, including Italy. 
 

Luxembourg The Luxembourgish government adopted the following measures: 

 Prohibition of traffic on public roads, except for the following activities: 
o purchase of food, pharmaceuticals and basic necessities; 
o visit of health services; 
o travel to the place of work for the exercise of the professional or commercial 

activity; 
o assistance and care for the elderly, minors, dependent people, disabled people 



                                                                                                                        16 March 2020 

or particularly vulnerable people; 
o travel to financial and insurance institutions in the event of an emergency; 
o due to a case of force majeure or a situation of necessity; 
o leisure activities (walking, jogging, playgrounds, ...), provided that an 

interpersonal distance of 2 meters is respected; 

 Closing of all commercial and artisanal activities which involve physical contact, except for 
pharmacies, opticians, pet food stores, telecommunication shops, stores for hygiene and 
washing products and sanitary equipment, sale of fuel and petrol stations, distributors and 
specialised trade in medical-sanitary equipment, kiosks, dry-cleaning and laundry services, 
financial and insurance institutions, funeral services; 

 Closures of all schools, universities and crêches from Monday 16/3 for a period of 2 weeks. 
One parent is entitled to « paid leave for family reasons » for this period if they have 
children under 13 years old; 

 Ban on an all indoor events of more than 100 people, as well as outdoor gatherings of 
more than 500 people; 

 Ban on all cultural, social, festive, sports and recreational activities; 

 Ban on all visits to hospitals and care homes. 
 

Malta The government in Malta adopted the following measures: 

 As from March 17, bars, restaurants, gyms and cinemas are closed (although delivery 

services will be allowed); 

 Childcare facilities have been introduced for all healthcare workers and there is the plan to 

have a total of 500 new hospital beds to prepare for worst case scenario in the face of 

COVD-19; 

 All passengers arriving in Malta via the Malta International Airport, Cruise liner and 
Catamaran Terminals are thermally screened. This measure has also been extended to 
those travelling between Malta and the sister island of Gozo. The mandatory 14-day 
quarantine applies to travellers from all countries;  

 All visitors entering hospitals are being screened thermally upon entry;  

 The ferry service between Malta and Sicily has been operating for food and medicine only, 
and flights to and from Italy suspended;  

 Flights are suspended to and from France, Spain, Switzerland and Germany and a 
mandatory quarantine of 14 days for people who have been in Italy, China (including Hong 
Kong), Singapore, Japan, Iran and South Korea, from 27 February 2020 onwards; 

 All schools (primary, secondary, post-secondary and tertiary) and childcare centers will be 
closed until 20 March 2020. Elderly homes and prison will be closed for visitors, funerals 
will be held outdoors, public mass events have been suspended including church activities; 

 Around 140,000 elderly benefiting from the Pharmacy of your choice (POYC) are entitled 
for 2 months’ supply of medication; 

 All sports activities are suspended until 22 March 2020. 
 

Denmark The Danish government has adopted the following measures: 

 Closing of schools and educational facilities; 

 Persons who do not live or work in Denmark or are not crossing the borders to deliver 
goods or services – or for other equally relevant purposes, will not be allowed entry. 
Controls of transports of goods will not be conducted; 

 Passenger traffic to Denmark by air, train and ferries will be either fully or partially closed;  
 

Estonia The Estonian government adopted the following measures: 

 Starting from 00:00, 17 March 2020, introduction of border controls at Estonian land, sea 
and air borders; 

 Closing of all education institutions (distance learning) except for the kindergartens. 
Research activities at the universities and research institutions will continue; 

 Closing museums, cinemas, theatres, concerts; Conferences and sporting events will be 
banned. Libraries remain open; 

 Banning visitors in hospitals, nursing homes and jails;  

 Sale of tickets for cruises from and to Stockholm will be put on hold. 
 

Cyprus Starting from 18:00 on 16 March and until 30 April, entry into the Republic of Cyprus will only be 
granted to individuals who fall under the categories listed below, provided that, upon arrival, they 
submit a medical certificate, issued no more than 4 days before, showing that they have been tested 
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negative for coronavirus, by certified medical centres in their country of origin: 

 Cypriot citizens; 

 Legal residents in the Republic of Cyprus; 

 European nationals or third-country nationals working in the Republic; 

 Nationals of countries who are in a designated diplomatic service or mission under 
bilateral or international Conventions; 

 European or third country nationals attending educational institutions in the Republic of 
Cyprus. 

Those who fulfil all the aforementioned conditions will be placed under a 14-day compulsory 
quarantine at accommodation facilities designated by the Republic of Cyprus. 
Students who opt to stay abroad in their places of study, will be granted an allowance equal to 750 
euros. 
 

Greece The Greek government adopted the following measures in relation to transport and border controls: 

 Temporary closure of land borders, suspension of air and sea connection with the Republic 

of Albania as well as with the Republic of North Macedonia, except for the transport of 

goods and the entry of Greek citizens or residents in Greece; 

 Temporary suspension of sea and air connections with Italy and Spain for incoming 

passengers. The transport of goods from these countries continues unimpeded; 

 Suspension of day boat trips from Turkey to Greece; 

 Prohibition of cruiseships arriving at Greek ports; 

 Mandatory 14-day self-confinement at home for those entering the country from land, air, 

sea borders. 

The Greek government adopted the following social distancing measures: 

 Total closure of schools, universities, kindergartens; 

 Total closure of all recreational facilities, such as cinemas, theaters, conference and 

concert locations, ski resorts etc; 

 Total closure of all shops and shopping malls (with the exception of supermarkets, 

bakeries, petrol stations, pharmacies, banks); 

 Total closure of all restaurants and cafeterias (with the exception of delivery and take 

away); 

 Total closure of personal care facilities such as hair salons, spa, gyms etc; 

 Controlled entrance of the public in supermarkets and all operating facilities (spacing);  

 Work from home for both civil servants and employees of the private sector. Rotation 

shifts and tele-work. Special leave for parents with minor children aged up to 15 years.  

 
 

Belgium The Belgian government adopted the following measures, which will be effective from 18 March 
until 5 April included:  

 Gatherings are forbidden; 

 Movement of individuals is restricted, and is allowed only in the following circumstances: 

o Need to go to the workplace; 

o Need to move for basic necessities, such as going to the doctor, to the 

supermarket, to the post, to the bank, to the pharmacy, to the gas station or to 

provide help to persons in need; 

o Physical activity outdoor is authorised, keeping a safe distance from other 

individuals; 

 Enterprises are obliged to organise teleworking activities whenever possible, except for 

those operating in crucial sectors and providing essential services. Enterprises where it is 

not possible to organise teleworking are obliged to either respect social distancing rules in 

the workplace or to close; 

 Outdoor markets are closed; 

 Non-essential commercial activities have to close, with the exception of supermarkets, 

pharmacies, coiffeurs, pet food stores and libraries. The number of clients accessing the 

locals of open commercial activities in a given period of time is regulated; 

 Non-necessary travels outside Belgium are forbidden until 5 April. 

 

https://www.belgium.be/fr/actualites/2020/coronavirus_mesures_renforcees
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Hungary The Hungarian government has adopted the following social distancing measures: 

 Higher education institutions shall be closed; 

 With the exception of kindergartens, no extraordinary break may be ordered in public 

upbringing institutions by their heads, the local government clerk or the Educational 

Authority for the purpose of coordinated protection; 

 Indoor events with more than 100 visitors and outdoor events with more than 500 visitors 

shall be banned; this restriction shall be enforced by the organiser or the venue operator; 

 The Language Learning Programme Abroad shall be suspended; 

 School trips abroad shall be forbidden and those previously booked shall be cancelled. 

The Hungarian government has adopted the following border control measures: 

 Access to the territory of Hungary shall be denied to any railway vehicle, bus and civilian 

aircraft, except for transit without landing, performing international carriage of passengers 

from the territory of the Italian Republic, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of 

Korea, the State of Israel and the Islamic Republic of Iran; 

 Access to the territory of Hungary shall be denied to persons other than Hungarian citizens 

arriving from the territory of any of the countries specified above; 

 Hungarian citizens arriving from the territory of any of the countries specified above: 

o a) shall undergo a health screening upon entry to Hungary, which they shall be 

required to tolerate;  

o b) whose health screening raises the suspicion of COVID-19 infection shall be 

placed in the designated quarantine facility;  

o c) whose health screening raises no suspicion of COVID-19 infection shall subject 

themselves to domestic epidemiological observation at their place of domicile or 

residence (hereinafter “official domestic quarantine”) for 14 days, with the 

proviso that they shall be registered by the designated epidemiological 

authority; 

o d) whose health screening raises no suspicion of COVID-19 infection, but who 

have no domicile or residence in Hungary shall 1) leave the territory of Hungary 

in compliance with the regulations of the authority, or 2) be placed in the 

designated quarantine facility. 

The director-general responsible for law enforcement of the Hungarian National Police Headquarters 
may grant exemption from the restrictions at borders listed above in cases deserving special 
consideration if: 

o the person concerned has undergone a health screening; 

o no suspicion of COVID-19 infection has been established in the course of the 

health screening; 

o the person concerned has been registered by the epidemiological authority; 
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